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ANNUAL REPORT 



The Report now issued is for the year ending May 18, 
1909. During that year the Society sustained heavy 
losses in the death of Professor Norton, its third Presi- 
dent, and of Professor Carpenter, for a number of years 
its Secretary and afterwards its Vice President. 

Professor Norton, from the time of the organization of 
the Society, was most active in its councils, and during 
the sixteen years of his presidency he was the very center 
of its life. By his long career as a teacher, and by his 
published work in the translation and critical interpreta- 
tion of Dante, he undoubtedly contributed more than 
any one else in America to the upbuilding of Dante 
scholarship. An essay commemorating chiefly this part 
of his life work was written by Mr. Thayer for the twenty- 
eighth annual meeting of the Society, and is printed with 
the present Report. 

With Professor Carpenter the cultivation of Italian 
learning was only an avocation. But he found time, in 
his short and extremely busy life, to become one of the 
most accomplished Dante scholars among the members 
of the Society. What he did for the study of the poet 
and what that study meant in his own development is 
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described in an article, also published herewith, by his 
friend and colleague Professor Fletcher. 

The usual business was transacted at the annual meet- 
ing, which was held May 18, 1909, at Professor Sheldon's 
residence in Cambridge. Professor Sheldon was elected 
President and Professor Grandgent Vice President of 
the Society, and Mrs. William Carver Bates was elected 
to the Council in place of Miss Jackson. The regular 
reports were received from the various officers and com- 
mittees and from the editors of the Latin Concordance. 
At the present date of writing the Concordance is almost 
ready for the press, and a circular has been issued to mem- 
bers, asking for subscriptions at a price not to exceed 
six dollars a copy. These subscriptions should be sent 
to the Secretary, from whom members may also obtain 
copies of Professor Sheldon's Concordance at the original 
subscription price of seven dollars. 

The Dante Prize was awarded in 1909 to Mr. Ralph 
Hayward Keniston for an essay on " The Dante Tradition 
in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries." 

The Council are glad to publish with this Report, in 
addition to the papers of Mr. Thayer and Mr. Fletcher, a 
bibliography of American Dante scholarship from 1896 to 
1908, compiled by Miss Ethel Dane Roberts, of the Wel- 
lesley College Library. Miss Roberts's article is a continu- 
ation of that published by Mr. Koch with the Fifteenth 
Annual Report. FRED N0RRIS robinson 

Secretary 
July i, 1910 



